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UNCLAS PRETORIA 4278 
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TAGS: PORG, PDEV, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: PRESS ACCOUNTS ON WALVIS BAY TACTICS 
AT NEW YORK 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE HEADLINED "SWA PLAN MAY BE THE 
GAME OF BLUFF" RAN IN JOHANNESBURG "STAR" OF JULY 26. 

ARTICLE IS WRITTEN BY KEVIN JACOBS AND DATELINED NEW 
YORK. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

"THE PLAN FOR INDEPENDENCE IN SWA/NAMIBIA SEEMS TODAY 
TO BE THE SUBJECT OF AN UNEASY GAME OF BLUFF, STRADDLED 
BY OPPOSING ARGUMENTS WHICH WILL EITHER SE IT IN MOTION 
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OR COLLAPSE IT IN THE NEXT FE DAYS. 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR. PIK BOTHA, 

ARRIVES HERE TODAY, WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
AND THE FIVE-NATION WESTERN NEGOTIATING TEAM APPARENTLY 
STANDING BY THEIR CONTRASTING COMMITMENTS TO WALVIS 
BAY. 
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SWAPO'S PRESIDENT, MR. SAM NUJOMA, HAS CAST FUR- 
THER DOUBT ON THE STATUS OF THE PLAN BY EMPHASIZING, 

IN A STATEMENT YESTERDAY, THAT SWAPO HAD NOT FORMALLY 
ACCEPTED THE WESTERN PROPOSALS. 

THE APPARENT REFUSAL BY EITHER SIDE - AT LEAST 
PUBLICLY - TO MODIFY OR SOFTEN THEIR POSITIONS ON 
THE POTENTIALLY DAMAGING ISSUE OF WALVIS BAY SUGGESTS 
A LAST-MINUTE GAME OF BLUFF. 

BUT SOURCES IN NEW YORK POINT OUT THAT IT IS NOT 
A TRAIT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS DEALINGS. 

THE UNDERLINE THE UNCOMPROMISING PUBLIC COMMIT- 
MENT BY MR. BOTHA AND THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. VORSTER, 
NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PLAN IF THE STATUS OF WALVIS 
BAY IS TAKEN UP BY THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. 

FULFILLING THEIR PART OF A TRADE-OFF WITH SWAPO 
STATE, (SIC) WESTERN DIPLOMATS PLAN TO TABLE A RESOLUTION 
WHICH - IN ITS PRESENT FORM - CALLS FOR THE "REINTEGRA- 
TION OF THE PORT INTO NAMIBIAN TERRITORY. 

NOT MANDATORY 
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IT ALSO DECLARES THAT SOUTH AFRICA MUST NOT USE 
THE PORT IN A WAY PREJUDICIAL TO INDEPENDENCE OR 
DAMAGING TO THE TERRITORY'S ECONOMY. 

SOURCES SAY THE WESTERN-DRAFTED RESOLUTION IS 
THE BEST POSSIBLE FORMULATION. IT OFFERS NO MANDATORY 
PROVISIONS ENFORCEABLE BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND 
MAKES NO DIRECT DEMANDS ON SOUTH AFRICA'S LEGAL 
POSITION, THEY SAY. 

SOURCES AT THE UN SAY IT WAS DRAFTED AT THE LAST 
MEETING IN LUANDA OF THE FIVE AND SWAPO'S LEADERSHIP, 
SUGGESTING IT MUST CARRY THE AFRICANS' APPROVAL. 

A FORMAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON NAMIBIA 
IS EXPECTED TOMORROW. 

BUT THE INDEPENDENCE PLAN REMAINS UNEASILY POISED 
BETWEEN SUCCESS AND DISATER. 

US HOPE 
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DIPLOMATS AT THE SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION TO THE UN 
COULD NOT CONFIRM MR. BOTHA'S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
EXPECTED DEBATE. BUT HIS TACTICS WILL PROBABLY BE 
DETERMINED BY STATEMENTS ON WALVIS BAY BY WESTERN 
DIPLOMATS AND MR. NUJOMA. 

TH US STATE DEPARTMENT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
EXAMINATION BY SOUTH AFRICA OF THE PROPOSED WALVIS 
BAY DECLARATION WOULD SHOW THAT THE CONTACT GROUP 
PROPOSAL REPRESENTS THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE RESOLUTION 
OF THE NAMIBIAN PROBLEM.' END TEXT 
EDMONDSON 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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